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covered the veedi. 1 put up the hide about 12 feet from the nest and
bent down the grass in front so as to enable photographs to be taken.
As the road was very bad I did not wish to come here again,
and decided to take the risk of attempting to photograph immediately.

The female florican arrived a short while after my helper had left
me in the hide and returned to the car. On seeing the lens she at
once adopted an aggressive pose and advanced close up; in fact she
was not more than a foot from the hide and I was unable to take
photographs with my tele lens. After this display she went back to
the nest and started pushing the eggs, one by one, back into the
thick cover. When all the eggs were removed she started incubating
them. 1

As I wished to take photographs of the bird incubating, I signalled
to my helper to come over, and asked him to place the eggs in their
former position in the open. Immediately he left the bird returned
and again removed them into the grass. By this time it was getting
late, so I signalled to my helper a second time to come over and
move the eggs into the open. The bird did not remove them again
but settled down and started incubating, and I did get the pictures
I wanted.

I have noticed this habit of rolling the eggs into the cover also
with other floricans that I have photographed.

JASDAN, M. K. SHIVRAJKUMAR
July 9, 1958.

10. WILSON’S STORM PETREL, OCEANITES OCEANICUS
(KUHL), AT COLOMBO

Since the compilation of scattered records of observations of
Wilson’s Storm Petrel in seas to the north of its breeding grounds
by Roberts (1940), Gibson-Hill (1948), Serventy (1952), and others,
a fairly complete picture has been obtained of the seasonal movements
of this bird. From observations in the Indian Ocean and Arabian
Sea, it appears, as Gibson-Hill (1948) has stated, that ‘Wilson’s Petrel
is plentiful in the area comprising the western portion of the Arabian
Sea, the Gulf of Aden and the southern half of the Red Sea, from
June to September, and apparently absent from the southern half of
the Indian Ocean’.

These areas, particularly the Gulf of Aden, are becoming
increasingly well dccumented by reports from various voyagers, but



JourN. BoMBay Nat. HisT. Soc. Prate 1

LESSER FLORICAN (FEMALE)

“On seeing the lens she at once adopted an aggressive pose and advanced
close up...."
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LESSER FLORICAN (FEMALE)

“After this display she went back to the nest and started pushing the eggs,
one by one, back into the thick cover.”
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